COMMON PEOPLE by Pulp
1) Complete sentences 1-10 with verbs from the list:
pretend – look out – climb – fail – bite – rent – warn – slides – come out – sing along

1 If you ____________ to do something that you were trying to do, you aren’t able to do it.

2 I ____________ that things are right, but really they are wrong.
3 ____________! You are playing with fire.

4 If you ____________ something, you regularly pay its owner a sum of money in order to be able to have it and use it.

5 When stains ____________, they disappear.

6 When something ____________ somewhere, it moves there softly over a surface.

7 Children love to ____________ trees.

8 If you ____________, you sing a song together with other people.
9 If you ____________ someone about a possible danger or problem, you tell them about it so that they are aware of it.

10 Don’t worry, my dog won’t ____________ you.
2) Now watch the video of the song at http://es.youtube.com/watch?v=F39RS3I0D0Y
and complete the gaps with a verb. Some verbs are used more than once. 

COMMON PEOPLE by Pulp

She came from Greece, she had a thirst for knowledge.

She studied sculpture at St. Martin’s College,

that’s where I

caught her eye.

She told me that her dad was loaded,

I said, ‘In that case I’ll have rum and Coca Cola.’

She said ‘fine’

and then in thirty seconds time she said:

‘I wanna live like common people,

I wanna do whatever common people do,

I wanna sleep with common people,

I wanna sleep with common people like you.’

Oh, what else could I do?

I said, ‘I’ll see what I can do.’

I took her to a supermarket,

I don’t know why, but I had to start it somewhere,

So it started there.

I said, ‘____________ you’ve got no money,’

she just laughed and said, ‘Oh, you’re so funny.’

I said: ‘Yeah? I can’t see anyone else smiling in here.

Are you sure you wanna live like common people,

you wanna see whatever common people see,

you wanna sleep with common people,

you wanna sleep with common people like me?’

But she didn’t understand,

she just smiled and held my hand.

‘____________ a flat above a shop,

cut your hair and get a job.

Smoke some fags and play some pool,

____________ you never went to school.

But still you’ll never get it right,

‘cos when you’re laid in bed at night

watching roaches ____________ the wall

if you called your dad he could stop it all, yeah.

You’ll never live like common people,

you’ll never do whatever common people do,

you’ll never ____________ like common people,

you’ll never watch your life ____________ out of view

and then dance and drink and screw

because there’s nothing else to do.

____________ with the common people,

____________ and it might just get you through,

laugh along with the common people,

laugh along even though they’re laughing at you 

and the stupid things you do

because you think that poor is cool. 

Like a dog lying in a corner 

they will ____________ you and never ____________ you.

____________,

they’ll tear your insides out,

‘cos everybody hates a tourist,

especially one who thinks it’s all such a laugh, yeah,

and the chip stains and grease will ____________ in the bath.

You will never understand how it feels to live your life

with no meaning or control

and with nowhere left to go.

You are amazed that they exist

and they burn so bright whilst you can only wonder why.

____________ a flat above a shop,

cut your hair and get a job.

Smoke some fags and play some pool,

____________ you never went to school.

But still you’ll never get it right,

‘cos when you’re laid in bed at night

watching roaches ____________ the wall

if you called your dad he could stop it all, yeah.

You’ll never live like common people,

you’ll never do whatever common people do,

you’ll never ____________ like common people,

you’ll never watch your life ____________ out of view

and then dance and drink and screw

because there’s nothing else to do.’

I wanna live with common people like you, etc.

3) Make a list of all the verbs in past simple form (regular and irregular, affirmative and negative) that appear in the song. Put them first in past simple form and then in infinitive.
4) Read the lyrics of the song with the help of the glossary and then try to translate it.
COMMON PEOPLE by Pulp

She came from Greece, she had a thirst for knowledge.

She studied sculpture at St. Martin’s College,

that’s where I

caught her eye.

She told me that her dad was loaded,

I said, ‘In that case I’ll have rum and Coca Cola.’

She said ‘fine’

and then in thirty seconds time she said:

‘I wanna live like common people,

I wanna do whatever common people do,

I wanna sleep with common people,

I wanna sleep with common people like you.’

Oh, what else could I do?

I said, ‘I’ll see what I can do.’

I took her to a supermarket,

I don’t know why, but I had to start it somewhere,

So it started there.

I said, ‘Pretend you’ve got no money,’

she just laughed and said, ‘Oh, you’re so funny.’

I said: ‘Yeah? I can’t see anyone else smiling in here.

Are you sure you wanna live like common people,

you wanna see whatever common people see,

you wanna sleep with common people,

you wanna sleep with common people like me?’

But she didn’t understand,

she just smiled and held my hand.

‘Rent a flat above a shop,

cut your hair and get a job.

Smoke some fags and play some pool,

pretend you never went to school.

But still you’ll never get it right,

‘cos when you’re laid in bed at night

watching roaches climb the wall

if you called your dad he could stop it all, yeah.

You’ll never live like common people,

you’ll never do whatever common people do,

you’ll never fail like common people,

you’ll never watch your life slide out of view

and then dance and drink and screw

because there’s nothing else to do.

Sing along with the common people,

sing along and it might just get you through,

laugh along with the common people,

laugh along even though they’re laughing at you 

and the stupid things you do

because you think that poor is cool. 

Like a dog lying in a corner 

they will bite you and never warn you.

Look out,

they’ll tear your insides out,

‘cos everybody hates a tourist,

especially one who thinks it’s all such a laugh, yeah,

and the chip stains and grease will come out in the bath.

You will never understand how it feels to live your life

with no meaning or control

and with nowhere left to go.

You are amazed that they exist

and they burn so bright whilst you can only wonder why.

Rent a flat above a shop,

cut your hair and get a job.

Smoke some fags and play some pool,

pretend you never went to school.

But still you’ll never get it right,

‘cos when you’re laid in bed at night

watching roaches climb the wall

if you called your dad he could stop it all, yeah.

You’ll never live like common people,

you’ll never do whatever common people do,

you’ll never fail like common people,

you’ll never watch your life slide out of view

and then dance and drink and screw

because there’s nothing else to do.’

I wanna live with common people like you, etc.

Glossary
a thirst for something: a very strong desire for that thing

if you catch somebody’s eye, that person becomes interested in you

loaded [colloquial English]: very rich
fags [colloquial British English]: cigarettes
get it right: understand it

screw [vulgar English]: have sex
get you through: manage to do something, to complete a task
tear your insides out: destroy you

whilst [British English]: while

nowhere left to go: no other place to go
5) What type of song is this? Is it a love song?
