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Sharksareatypeoffishwithafullcartilaginousskeletonandahighlystreamlinedbody.Theearliestknownsharksdatefrommorethan420millionyearsago,beforethetimeofthedinosaurs.

Sincethattime,sharkshavediversifiedinto440species,ranginginsizefromthesmalldwarflanternshark,Etmopterusperryi,adeepseaspeciesofonly17centimetres(6.7in)inlength,tothewhaleshark,Rhincodontypus,thelargestfish,whichreachesapproximately12metres(39ft4in)andwhichfeedsonlyonplankton,squid,andsmallfishbyfilterfeeding.Sharksarefoundinallseasandarecommondowntodepthsof2,000metres(6,562ft).Theygenerallydonotliveinfreshwater,withafewexceptionssuchasthebullsharkandtheriversharkwhichcanlivebothinseawaterandfreshwater.[Theybreathethroughfivetosevengillslits.Sharkshaveacoveringofdermaldenticlesthatprotecttheirskinfromdamageandalsohaveparasitesthatimprovetheirfluiddynamicssothesharkcanmovefaster.Theyhaveseveralsetsofreplaceableteeth.

Well-knownspeciessuchasthegreatwhiteshark,tigershark,andthehammerheadareapexpredators,atthetopoftheunderwaterfoodchain.Theirextraordinaryskillsaspredatorsfascinateandfrightenhumans,evenastheirsurvivalisunderseriousthreatfromfishingandotherhumanactivities.
