Monster Rabbit Stalks UK Village

It sounds like a scene from a Wallace and Gromit film: a 'monster' rabbit is destroying vegetable plots in an English village. At first the news was thought to be an April Fool's joke, but people in Felton, a village in England, say that an enormous creature with big ears has been devouring prize-winning onions, carrots and cabbages. 

The story has a startling resemblance to 'The Curse of the Were-Rabbit', the Wallace and Gromit animated film in which a mutant rabbit starts eating the villagers' prize vegetables just before the town's annual Giant Vegetable Competition. 

One of the gardeners in Felton, Jeff Smith, first spotted the rabbit in February. He described it as "a monster". Other villagers have also reported seeing the animal, describing it as a cross between a rabbit and a hare. 

The angry gardeners have mounted an armed guard and the rabbit faces a shoot-to-kill policy if it is seen. But the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA) has urged the growers to set a humane trap for the animal. However, the rabbit is proving elusive, and nobody has managed to kill it yet. 

According to a spokesperson for the British Rabbit Council (BRC), the creature is probably a giant domestic rabbit that has escaped from its hutch. "Pet rabbits have a habit of digging their way to freedom, especially if kept outside in a garden," said Gordon Marshall, "and some irresponsible people buy a pet rabbit, then get fed up with it and let it go." 

Giant rabbits, which were originally bred for their meat, include the British giant and the Flemish giant. "These rabbits can be aggressive," Marshall added.

England currently claims the world's largest bunny, a continental rabbit named Roberto. He weighs 15.9 kilos and is 107 centimetres long. 
