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NelsonRolihlahlaMandela(Xhosapronunciation:[xoˈliɬaɬamanˈdeːla];),born18July1918,servedasPresidentofSouthAfricafrom1994to1999,andwasthefirstSouthAfricanpresidenttobeelectedinafullyrepresentativedemocraticelection.Beforehispresidency,Mandelawasananti-apartheidactivist,andtheleaderofUmkhontoweSizwe,thearmedwingoftheAfricanNationalCongress(ANC).In1962hewasarrestedandconvictedofsabotageandothercharges,andsentencedtolifeinprison.Mandelaserved27yearsinprison,spendingmanyoftheseyearsonRobbenIsland.Followinghisreleasefromprisonon11February1990,Mandelaledhispartyinthenegotiationsthatledtomulti-racialdemocracyin1994.Aspresidentfrom1994to1999,hefrequentlygaveprioritytoreconciliation.

InSouthAfrica,MandelaisoftenknownasMadiba,anhonorarytitleadoptedbyeldersofMandela'sclan.

